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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Xin luu y:

Bi tich Hoa gidi s€ c6 lién
sau Thanh le 8 glor sang
Thir bay mdi tuan.

Bi tich Rira T6i cho tré em s€
vao Thur bay tuan thir hai
clia moi thang. Khi ghi
danh, xin cha me¢ dem
theo giay khai sinh cta
bé.

Xin qu}'/ anh chi em lién lac
voi cac Cha trong Gido
X it nhit 13 6 thang néu
mudn cir hanh Bi tich
Hon nhén trong nha tho.

Anh chi em nao muon vé
Viét Nam ctr hanh Bi
tich Hon ph6i xin lién
lac v6i cac Cha trong
Gido x1r it nhat la 6-12
thang dé viét tho giéi
thiéu cho cac Cha xir bén
Viét Nam.

Nghi thirc Xirc dau bénh
nhan s& vao thir Nam dau
thang trong thanh L&
Long Chaa Thuong Xot
lac 6:30 chiéu.

Weekly Collection & Donations
Summary Report

Week Ending on

Total Sunday 1st Collections:

8/9/2026
8/16/2026
8/23/2026
8/30/2026

9/6/2026

Aug/2026 Online Transactions:

2165 Lucretia Avenue ¢ San Jose, CA 95122 « Tel:

$8,744.00
$8,548.00
$10,102.00
$9,323.00
$8,601.00

$2,632.25

of Aefuge

OUR MISSION: "Our Lady of Refuge Parish is a place of safety and a beacon light
for the local community. All people, young and old and of any culture, are welcome
to take refuge in our parish and rest in the Lord. We live our faith in service to the community."

September 13, 2026

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO SEMANAL DE MISAS
CHUONG TRINH THANH LE

Vigil Saturday | Sabado Vigilia
Thir Bay-Le Vong

S:00PM. s, . M. 00 Tiéng Viét
7:00 PSRN oL 8 Mass in Tamil
SUNDAY | DOMINGO | CHUA NHAT
8:00AM................ Thanh I& tiéng Viét
10:00 AM......ccccneneeee. Misa en Espanol
12:00 BRIV ....... Mass in English
1:30IBNE. . iy Misa en Espanol
4:00PM................ Thanh I& tiéng Viét
WEEKDAY MASSES:

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 AM Vietnamese
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 AM Spanish

Wednesday: 5:00 PM Perpetual Help Mass

1st. Thursday: 6:30 PM Divine Mercy Mass
Vietnamese, English & Spanish

Eucharistic Silent Adoration
Fridays: After 9am Mass until 6pm

Confessions in English/Spanish:
Tuesdays: After the 9am Mass

Fridays: Spm - 6pm

Confessions Vietnamese:
Every Saturday after 8am Mass

Bi tich Hoa gidi s€ c6 lién sau Thanh 188
gio sang Thi bay mdi tuln.

OFFICE HOURS
HORARIO DE OFICINA
Gl& VIEC VPGX
TUE - PRI | MARTES - VIERNES |
Trdr BA - THF Séu
9:00 AM—12:00 PM & 1:00—6:00 PM
SATURDAY | SABADO | THF BAY
9:00 AM—12:00 PM
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED OM
SuNpAY, MoNDAY & HoLIDAYS

HosPirAL EMERCGENCY NUMBER:
(408) 345-2445

(408) 715.2278 - Fax: (408) 715.2279 « https://ourladyofrefugesj.org/




FORGIVENESS — A LESSON FOR LIFE
REFLECTION FOR THE 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — YEAR A
(Mt 18, 21 — 35)

In life, we often experience feelings of hope followed by disappointment because of someone.
The suffering and hurt caused by being offended make us feel miserable and resentful. So how
do we overcome this? The answer is forgiveness.

Forgiveness to Receive Forgiveness

According to the Old Testament, the concept of "reward and punishment in the afterlife" only
recently emerged; therefore, the wicked will reap the consequences of their evil deeds in this
life. If someone persists in resentment and anger, they will incur God's revenge: "He who
seeks revenge will be avenged by the Lord, and the Lord will severely punish his sin" (Sirach
28:7). This is what we often say: "Evil begets evil, sow the wind and reap the whirlwind."

Forgiveness in Christianity goes far beyond non-violence and non-resentment: "Forgive those
who harm you, and when you pray, you will be forgiven" (Sirach 28). And it states the reason
why forgiveness is necessary: "You who harbor hatred towards your neighbor dare to ask the
Lord for healing? You show no mercy to your fellow man, yet you ask for forgiveness for his
sins?" (Sirach 28). This is also the intention expressed in the Lord's Prayer: "Forgive us our
debts, as we also forgive those who owe us" (Matthew 6:12). I must forgive my brothers and
sisters because God has continually forgiven me. My life is a series of stumbles, interwoven
with countless acts of forgiveness. The grace of forgiveness flows into my life like a stream; if
it is blocked, it becomes a stagnant pool. It is only pure when it flows to others. Forgiving in
an extraordinary and spontaneous way is the attitude of someone deeply imbued with Christi-
anity.

Forgiveness is Essential

Today's Gospel presents Peter's famous question to Jesus: "Lord, how many times should I for-
give my brother when he sins against me? Should it be seven times?" (Matthew 18:21). He
asked Jesus this because he thought to himself: According to the teachers of the law, the Rab-
bis, righteous people should forgive those who offend them three times, no more than three
times. After the fourth time, they are not obligated to forgive! Therefore, he thought to himself:
Forgiving my brother seven times is too much, too generous, and I have already proven myself
heroic and worthy of God's praise!

However, the Lord's answer stunned him, making him feel ashamed when he compared his
suggestion to the Lord's demand. He realized he was still far from perfection, far from the de-
mands of the Gospel. The Lord replied, "I do not tell you to forgive seven times, but seventy
times seven" (Matthew 18:22).
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To explain to Peter why forgiveness is always necessary, Jesus recounted the parable of the
debtors. The first man was forgiven all his debt by his master, even though he owed him a
large sum. But shortly afterward, he showed no mercy and forgave another man who owed him
only a small amount.

Jesus declared: “My Father in heaven will treat you in the same way, if each of you does not
wholeheartedly forgive your brother” (Matthew 18:35).

We are not saints to readily forgive everything. In daily life, sometimes even our dearest loved
ones can cause us pain. Yet forgiveness is a worthwhile act, bringing peace and serenity to the
soul.

Learning to Forgive

Some say forgiveness isn't easy. It's true, it's difficult to begin forgiving someone who has
wronged us. Forgiveness is a serious act, and if possible, it's very difficult for humans. One
cannot speak of forgiveness superficially, asking the wronged to forgive the wrongdoer. Reli-
gions all teach forgiveness. Forgiveness helps to dispel resentment, to break the cycle of re-
sentment that binds people. The Buddha also left behind a maxim: "It is not with resentment
that resentment is soothed; it 1s with the absence of resentment that resentment is soothed."

Forgiveness is described as the ultimate form of unconditional love, because it tests the depth
and strength of our feelings for others. Forgiveness is likened to an art that can take a lifetime
to master, something that humans constantly learn throughout their lives. Forgiveness does not
mean weakness or compromise. Conversely, it reveals the strength within each individual,
making them stronger. Forgiveness helps each person heal, grow, and transform themselves
within a relationship. It is also a way for both parties to heal and reconcile, if possible, and
then re-establish the relationship.

Our natural reaction when offended is to defend ourselves, then become defensive to fight
back, or to freeze our emotions, possibly seeking revenge if the hurt is triggered in the future.
Forgiveness helps us overcome our own pain. It is also a gift to the person who offended us af-
ter their mistake, instead of holding onto resentment. Forgiveness is a process, not an instanta-
neous decision. If we want to practice forgiveness, the first step is to learn how to make con-
scious decisions to forgive those who have offended us.

Fr. Anthony Nguyen Van Do
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THA THU - BAI HOC CA PO
SUY NIEM CHUA NHAT XXIV THUONG NIEN - NAM A
(Mt 18, 21 - 35)

Trong cudc sbng, khong it [an chung ta phai trai qua cam gidc hy vong roi that vong Vi
mot ai d6. Nhitng dau khé, t6n thuong do bi xic pham khién ching ta cam thay kho
sG va 0an han. Vay lam thé nao dé vuot qua diéu nay? Cau tra 16i chinh |a tha thu.

Tha thir dé duoc thi tha

Theo Cuu Udc, quan niém “thudng phat & doi sau” chi méi xuat hién, vi thé ké gian ac
sé chudc Iy hau qua cua diéu ac ma no gdy ra ngay tai doi nay. Néu ai c6 chap trong
sy 0dn hon va gian dit, ngudi y roi sé chudc lay su bao thu cla burc Chua: “Ai bdo thu
sé bi Chua bao thu, va Chua nghiém tri toi 16i cua né” (Hc 28,7). bay la diéu ma ching ta
thudng ndi: “Ac gia ac bao, gieo gi6 gap bao”.

Tha thtr trong Ki-t6 gido vuot xa sur khong bao tan va su khong oan han: “Nguoi hay
tha thur cho ke lam hai nguoi, thi khi nguoi cau nguyén, nguoi sé dugc tha” (He 28). Va
néu lén ly do tai sao phai tha thi: “Nguoi nay tich long gian ghét nguoi kia, ma dam xin
Chua cutu chira sao? N6 chang thuong xot nguoi dong loai véi né, ma con céu xin tha
thar t6i 16i né lam sao?” (Hc 28) bay cling la y nguyén trong kinh Lay Cha: “Xin tha no
ching con nhu chudng con ciing tha ké ¢é no chung con” (Mt 6,12). Toi phai tha thir cho
anh em t6i vi Chda d3 lién tuc tha tht cho to6i. Doi t6i 1a mot chudi nhitng vap ngé,
duwoc dan két véi bao tht tha. On tha th& nhw dong subi chay vao doi toi, néu bj
ngan lai, n6 sé thanh ao tU, né chi trong lanh khi dugc chay dén tha nhan. Tha thir mot
cach ph| thudng va hén nhlen dé la thai d6 cda nguai tham nhuan Ki-t6 gido.

Rat can su tha tha

Bai Tin Mirng hdm nay trinh bay cau hoi ndi tiéng ctia Phé-ré danh cho Théy Gié-su:
“Lay Thay, khi anh em xuc pham dén con, con phai tha th&r cho ho méy lan. C6 phai dén
bay lan khong?” (Mt 18,21). Ong héi Chua Gié-su nhu thé vi dng tu nghi rang: Theo céac
Thay day luat, cac Rabbi, thi nhirng nguci cong chinh nén tha thtr cho nhiing nguoi
xuc pham tGi minh ba Ian su bat qua tam. Dén [an thir bon thi khong budc pha| tha
thir cho ho nira! Do d6, 6ng tu nght: Tha cho anh em dén bay Ian la diéu qua strc, qua
quang dai va da ching té rang minh thuc thi nhu thé Ia anh hung va dang Chua khen
ngai roi!

Thé nhung, cau tra 1oi cia Chua lam cho 6ng chung hirng, cam thay ho then khi so
sanh dé nghi cia 6ng véi sy doi hoi cua Chua thi thay minh con qua xa sur tron lanh,
xa doi hoi cua Tin Mung, Chda tra |6i: “Thay khéng bao con phai tha dén bay lan, nhung
dén bay muoi lan bay” (Mt 18,22).
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DPé giai thich cho Phé-ré tai sao can phai luén tha th, Dirc Gié-su ké lai du ngdn
nhirng ké mac no. Ngudi dau tién dugc 6ng chu tha hét ng mac dau anh ng 6ng chu
mot so tién Ién. Nhung chinh anh chi sau dd it 1au lai khong biét thuong x6t va tha cho
nguoi khac la ké chi mac ng anh mot so6 tién nho.

Chia Gié-su tuyén bo: “Cha Ta trén troi sé xur vdi cdc con ding nhu thé néu méi ngudi
trong cdc con khéng hét Iong tha thd cho anh em minh” (Mt 18,35).

Chung ta khong phai |a thanh dé san sang bao dung moi thi. Trong cudc sdng héang
ngay, doi khi ngay ca ngudi than yéu nhét ciing c6 thé khién ta phai dau Iong. Song tha
thar 1a mét viéc dang lam, giup cho tam hon duoc nhe nhang thanh thoat.

Hoc cach tha thar

C6 nguai noi, tha thir dau phai dé. bung, rat khé dé bat dau tha thir cho nguoi xtc
pham dén ta. Tha thr 1a mot hanh vi nghiém chinh, néu cé thé thi rat kho doi véi con
ngudi. Nguoi ta khdng thé ndi vé su tha thir cach nong noi, khi yéu cau ngudi bi xuc
pham tha th&r cho nguai da xdc pham dén minh. Cac tén gido déu day su tha thi. Tha
thir d€ lam cho odn tiéu tan, tha th&r dé pha v& céi vong oan nghiét tréi budc con
ngudi. Plirc Phét cling da dé lai mot cham ngdn “Khéng phai véi sur 0dn gidn ma su odn
gian duoc xoa diu; voi su khéng oan gian, su oan gian mai duoc xoa diu”.

Tha thir dugec mé ta la hinh thirc toi thuong cua tinh yéu vo diéu kién, bdi n6 kiém tra
dd sdu sac va strc manh tinh cdm cuta ta doi v&i nguoi khac. Sy tha thir dwoe vi nhw
mot nghé thuat c6 thé khién ai d6 phai mat ca doi dé cé thé thanh thao, mot dieu ma
con nguoi khong ngimg hoc hai trong ¢ cuoc doi minh. Tha thu khong c6 nghia la
yéu dudi, nhugng bo. Tréi lai, nd cho thay strc manh cua chinh moi ngudi, khién ho tro
nén manh mé hon. Tha thi gitip moi ngudi han gan, phat trién, blen ddi ban than trong
mot méi quan hé. D6 ciing la cach dé hai bén chira lanh va hoa giai, néu co thé, va sau
dé mét lan niva thiét 1ap lai mbi quan hé.

Phan (ng tu nhién cla ching ta khi bi xtic pham la bao vé chinh minh, sau d6 chuyén
sang trang thai “xu Ién” dé chién dau, hodc dong bang cam xuc, co thé tra thu trong
truong hgp nhirng noi dau bi kich hoat trong tuong lai.

Tha thur gitp ta vuot qua noi dau cua chinh minh. N6 ciing la mén qua danh cho ké
xUc pham dén ta sau sai lam, thay vi gilt su oan thu. Tha thir 1a mot qua trinh chr
khong thé nao la mot quyét dlnh tre thoi. Néu mudn thuc hanh tha thi, viéc dau tién
la hoc céch dua ra cac quyét dinh c6 y thire, dé tha thir cho ngudi xdc pham dén ta.

Lm. An-ton Nguyén Van Do
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