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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Xin luu y:

Bi tich Hoa gidi s€ c6 lién
sau Thanh le 8 glor sang
Thir bay mdi tuan.

Bi tich Rira T6i cho tré em s€
vao Thur bay tuan thir hai
clia moi thang. Khi ghi
danh, xin cha me¢ dem
theo giay khai sinh cta
bé.

Xin qu}'/ anh chi em lién lac
voi cac Cha trong Gido
X it nhit 13 6 thang néu
mudn cir hanh Bi tich
Hon nhén trong nha tho.

Anh chi em nao muon vé
Viét Nam ctr hanh Bi
tich Hon ph6i xin lién
lac v6i cac Cha trong
Gido x1r it nhat la 6-12
thang dé viét tho giéi
thiéu cho cac Cha xir bén
Viét Nam.

Nghi thirc Xirc dau bénh
nhan s& vao thir Nam dau
thang trong thanh L&
Long Chaa Thuong Xot
lac 6:30 chiéu.

Weekly Collection & Donations
Summary Report

Week Ending on

Total Sunday 1st Collections:

7/26/2026
8/2/2026
8/9/2026

8/16/2026

8/23/2026

Jul/2026 Online Transactions:

2165 Lucretia Avenue ¢ San Jose, CA 95122 « Tel:

$8,743.00
$8,963.00
$8,744.00
$8,548.00
$10,102.00

$1,625.70

of Aefuge

OUR MISSION: "Our Lady of Refuge Parish is a place of safety and a beacon light
for the local community. All people, young and old and of any culture, are welcome
to take refuge in our parish and rest in the Lord. We live our faith in service to the community."

August 30, 2026

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO SEMANAL DE MISAS
CHUONG TRINH THANH LE

Vigil Saturday | Sabado Vigilia
Thir Bay-Le Vong

S:00PM. s, . M. 00 Tiéng Viét
7:00 PSRN oL 8 Mass in Tamil
SUNDAY | DOMINGO | CHUA NHAT
8:00AM................ Thanh I& tiéng Viét
10:00 AM......ccccneneeee. Misa en Espanol
12:00 BRIV ....... Mass in English
1:30IBNE. . iy Misa en Espanol
4:00PM................ Thanh I& tiéng Viét
WEEKDAY MASSES:

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 AM Vietnamese
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 AM Spanish

Wednesday: 5:00 PM Perpetual Help Mass

1st. Thursday: 6:30 PM Divine Mercy Mass
Vietnamese, English & Spanish

Eucharistic Silent Adoration
Fridays: After 9am Mass until 6pm

Confessions in English/Spanish:
Tuesdays: After the 9am Mass

Fridays: Spm - 6pm

Confessions Vietnamese:
Every Saturday after 8am Mass

Bi tich Hoa gidi s€ c6 lién sau Thanh 188
gio sang Thi bay mdi tuln.

OFFICE HOURS
HORARIO DE OFICINA
Gl& VIEC VPGX
TUE - PRI | MARTES - VIERNES |
Trdr BA - THF Séu
9:00 AM—12:00 PM & 1:00—6:00 PM
SATURDAY | SABADO | THF BAY
9:00 AM—12:00 PM
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED OM
SuNpAY, MoNDAY & HoLIDAYS

HosPirAL EMERCGENCY NUMBER:
(408) 345-2445

(408) 715.2278 - Fax: (408) 715.2279 « https://ourladyofrefugesj.org/




THE CROSS AND THE DISCIPLE
REFLECTION FOR THE 22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A
(Gr 20:7-9; Rm 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27)

The cross was an instrument of execution for those condemned to death in ancient societies. In
the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses said that those condemned to death and hanged on a tree
were cursed (cf. Deut 21:22-23). The Gospel authors tell us about the death sentence of Jesus
and His death on the cross. When Jesus was crucified, some Jewish elders and people of Jeru-
salem constantly insulted and challenged Him. Jesus was gentle and silent like a lamb led to
slaughter. Since the Passion of Jesus, the cross has taken on a new meaning. From an instru-
ment of execution, it has become a symbol of love and hope. From an image that evoked grue-
some death, it has become an image that brings strength and faith.

In everyday language, whenever we encounter hardship and suffering, we often say, "God sent
me a cross.”" This notion seems inappropriate, because God's nature is good and He is a merci-
ful Father. No father would create suffering for His children to endure. Furthermore, in the
Gospels, the authors tell us that it was people who made the wooden cross and placed it on Je-
sus' shoulders, forcing Him to carry it. The wooden cross was so heavy that Jesus fell three
times. He also couldn't carry the cross to the place of His suffering, so the soldiers forced Si-
mon of Cyrene to help carry it. Thus, the suffering of the cross was inflicted upon Jesus by
people, and Jesus willingly accepted it out of love for humanity. And so, throughout human
life, everywhere, people continue to create all kinds of crosses and force others to carry them.
There are also cases where people create their own crosses, then resentfully blame God, shift-
ing all responsibility to Him. A person driving carelessly or drunk and causing a fatal accident
cannot blame it on God's will or claim that God "sent the cross"; a father who spends his days
gambling and drinking, neglecting his family and leaving his wife and children in poverty, can-
not simply say, "It was God's will."

Jesus carried the cross to Calvary and was crucified on it. The path of the cross that Jesus
walked is a path of patience and sacrifice for the love of humanity. The Son of God did not use
a gentler means to save mankind, but used the cross with its painful suffering. Therefore, those
who wish to follow and be disciples of Jesus must also walk that path, thereby purifying them-
selves and contributing to the upliftment of their brothers and sisters. Jesus has his cross, and
each of us has our own. Human beings are not born with smiles, but with tears, and throughout
their lives, they face constant anxieties and worries. They are always confronted with difficul-
ties. The journey of a disciple is a journey of the cross: "Whoever wants to follow me must de-
ny himself, take up his cross and follow me." Jesus emphasized "his cross," meaning the per-
sonal burden and responsibility each of us bears, something no one can escape in life.

The cross 1s the common "destiny" for those who wish to dedicate themselves to serving the
glory of God and the happiness of others. The prophet Jeremiah, because of his faithful trans-
mission of God's teachings, was hated and persecuted by his contemporaries. He became a
laughingstock. There were times when he was discouraged and considered abandoning the
work God had given him, but each time he thought of giving up his mission, he felt immense
suffering. The prophetic task was like a debt to him, very difficult but not easy to refuse. De-
spite much suffering and opposition, he remained passionately devoted to God.
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Even in moments of discouragement, he remained faithful to Him. The prophet Jeremiah is an
image of Jesus suffering (First Reading).

However, in the common understanding of humanity, it is not easy to accept the cross. Saint
Peter could not understand and accept the cross. He reacted to the Lord's prophecy of the suf-
fering He was about to endure. Before that, he had just professed his faith in the Lord's messi-
anic mission, and this profession of faith had been praised by the Lord. Yet, upon hearing the
Lord speak of the suffering, he hastily pleaded: "May God not let this happen to you!" Saint
Peter's thinking is also the thinking of many of us believers. We only like to believe in and fol-
low the Lord for good fortune. We choose the laws that we consider appropriate and that do
not affect our personal interests. When faced with difficulties, we "wash our hands" to avoid
being involved. Saint Paul advises us: "Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and ac-
ceptable to God. This is your proper way of worshiping Him" (Second Reading). Indeed, there
1s no better form of worship than a holy life, demonstrated through love for God and neighbor.
Many people today suggest that the image of Jesus crucified on the cross should not be dis-
played in homes or churches. They argue that this image evokes hatred and violence. However,
the Church displays the image of Jesus' suffering to help believers understand God's boundless
love shown through Jesus' death. Through the cross, we learn a lesson from history. Further-
more, the image of Jesus on the cross is an invitation to eliminate violence and respect human
dignity. Because the cross and the suffering Jesus are still present in the poor, in unfortunate
children, and in victims of discrimination, oppression, and war. Working together to alleviate
poverty and illiteracy, and defending those whose dignity has been violated, means carrying
the cross of our lives to follow Jesus. When we look at the cross, each of us is invited to strive
not to create crosses for those around us. If we are aware of and practice these things, how
much better life will be!

Finally, let us not forget that the cross is only temporary, for after the cross comes the resurrec-
tion. Jesus died on the cross, but He rose again in glory. The cross does not last forever. If we
learn to accept the cross with the love and sacrifice of Jesus, then surely, we will be refined
and sanctified.

+Archbishop Joseph Vu Van Thien
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THAP GIA VA NGUO1 MON PE
SUY NIEM CHUA NHAT XXII THUGNG NIEN — NAM A
(Gr 20,7-9; Rm 12,1-2; Mt 16,21-27)

Thap gia la mét dung cu hanh hinh danh cho nhirng ngudi bi Ién an t&r trong xa hoi
thoi co xua. Trong sach Dé nhj luat, 6ng Mdisen da ndéi rang nhirng ai bi 1én an tir va bi
treo trén cay go la do bi chuc dir (x. Dnl 21,22-23). Cac tac gia Tin Mirng ké véi ching
ta vé an tir cia Chua Giésu va cai chét cia Ngudi trén thap gia. Khi Chda bi déng dinh
trén cay go, mot s6 ky muc Do Thai va dan thanh Giérusalem khéng ngét 16i nhuc ma
va thach thuc Nguoi. Chua hién lanh va im lang nhu con chién bi dem di giét. K& tir
cudc kho nan cua Chua Giésu, cay thap gia da mang mot y nghia méi. T mot dung cu
hanh hinh, né da tré thanh biéu tuogng cua tinh yéu va hy vong. Tir mot hinh anh goi lén
su chét chéc ghé rgn, nd da trd thanh moét hinh anh mang lai nghi luc va niém tin.

Trong ngon nglr doi terorng, moi khi gap gian nan dau kho, ching ta thuong ndi: “Chua
gui thap gia dén cho t6i”. Quan niém nay xem ra khong phu hop, vi ban tinh cta Chua
la Dang t6t lanh va la Cha giau Iong thuong x6t. Bdi |€ chang co nguaoi cha nao lai tao
ra dau kho d€ bat con céi minh phal chiu. Hon nira, trong Phuc Am, céc tac g|a noi voi
ching ta, chinh con nguci dong cay thap gia bang go r6i dat trén vai Chua va bat Chua
vac di. Cay thap gia go ay qua nang, nén Chua Giésu bi nga ba lan. Nguoi cling khong
thé vac cdy go nay t6i noi chiu kho hinh, va quan linh da bat 6ng Simon ngudi thanh
Cyréné vac d6 Chua. Nhu vay, hinh kho thap gia la do con ngudi gay nén cho Chua, va
Chua Giésu san long chap nhan vi yéu mén con nguai. Va thé 13, trong suot cude song
con ngudi, & dau ciing vay, ngudi ta dang tiép tuc tao ra nhitng cay thap gia du loai va
bat nguoi khac phai vac di. Cling cé nhirng truong hop ngudi ta tu tao thanh gia cho
minh, roi lai han hoc kéu trach Chua, lai “d6 thira” cho Chua va trat hét trach nhiém
cho Ngai. M6t ngudi di xe ngoai dudng thiéu can trong hodc uéng bia ruou réi gay tai
nan lam chét ngudi, khong thé dé cho Chua dinh hodc bdo rang dé la Chua “gui thap
gia”; mot ngudi cha sudt ngay co bac rugu ché khong quan tam dén gia dinh, lam cho
vg con lam canh déi kho, khong thé chép miéng ndi rang “do Chua dinh”.

Chua Giésu da vac thap gid 1én d6i Canvé va chiu déng dinh trén cay thap gia dé. Con
dwong thap gia Chua da di qua la con dudng cua sy nhan nhuc, hy sinh vi tinh yéu
nhan loai. Con Thién Chua khong dung mét phuong tién khac nhe nhang hon dé clu
dé con ngwoi, ma lai dung thap gia véi nhixng nhuc hinh dau khd, va nhw thé, nhirng
ai mudn di theo va 1am moén dé cla Chua Giésu ciing phai di trén con dudng ay, nhd
dé ma ban than ho duorc tinh luyén, dong thoi ho gop phan nang d& anh chi em.
Chua cé thap gia cia Chia va moi ngudi ching ta co thap gia cta minh. Con ngudi
khong chao doi bang nu cuoi, nhung bang tiéng khoc, va réi sudt cudc doi ho la nhirng
trdn trd trien mién, nhirng lo toan cudc song. Ho luén phai doi dién véi bao khé khan
trong doi. Hanh trinh cia nguoi mén dé la hanh trinh thap gia: “Ai mudn theo Thay,
phai tir bé chinh minh, véc thap gid minh ma theo”. Chia nhan manh dén “thap gid
minh”, cé nghia la ganh ndng va trach nhiém cé nhan cia moi chung ta, la diéu khong
ai tranh khoi trong kiép nguoi.
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Thap gia la “dinh ménh” chung cho nhiing ai mudn dan than phuc vu cho vinh quang cua
Chua va hanh phuc cta tha nhan. Ngon st Giérémia vi trung thanh truyén dat giao huan cua
Chta ma bi nhitng nguoi duong thoi ghen ghét va hanh ha vu khdng. Ong da tré nén tro cudi
cho thién ha. Cé nhiing lic ong chén nan dinh bo céng viéc Chua trao, nhung méi khi 6ng
dinh tlr bd st vu, thi 6ng lai thay dau khd vé cung. Nhiém vu ngon s nhw mét duyén no' voi
ong, rat khé khan nhung khong de chdi tir. Gap nhiéu dau khé va chdng déi, 6ng van say mé
Chua. Dau cé nhitng Iic chan nan, 6ng van trung thanh véi Ngai. Ngon st Giérémia la hinh
anh Duc Giésu chiu dau khé (Bai doc 1).

Tuy nhién, trong quan niém chung clia con ngudi, that khong dé dang chap nhan thap gia.
Thanh Phér6 khong thé hidu va chap nhan thap gia. Ong da phan irng trudc 1oi tién bédo cua
Chua vé cubc kho nan Nguoi sap phai chiu. Trudc do, ong vira tuyén xung Durc tin vao su
mang thién sai cla Chua va o] tuyen xung nay dugc Chua khen ngoi. Ay vay ma khi nghe
Chua néi vé khé hinh, 6ng voi can: “Xin Thién Chia dimg dé Thay gap chuyén ay!”. Suy nghi
cua thanh Phéro ciing la 16i suy nghi cua khda nhiéu nguai tin hitu ching ta. Ho chi thich tin
va theo Chua dé dugc nhitng diéu may man. Ho chon lva nhiing diéu lugt ma ho cho Ia phu
hgp va khong lién luy dén quyén lgi ca nhan minh. Khi gap phai nhirng gian nan, ho “rtra tay”
dé khong dinh dang dén minh. Thanh Phaold khuyén ching ta: “Anh em hay hién dang than
minh lam cua Ié séng dong, thanh thién va dep long Thién Chua. D6 la céach thdc xung hop dé
anh em tho phuong Nguoi” (Bai doc II). Qua vay, khong cd sur tho phuong nao tot dep cho
bang mot cudc séng thanh thién, thé hién qua dirc mén Chda yéu ngudi.

Co nhiéu ngudi thai nay dé nghi khdng trung bay Chda Giésu chiu dong dinh trén thép gid
trong gia dinh ciling nhu trong nha thd. Ho cho rang hinh anh nay goi lai s han thu va bao
lure. Tuy vay, Giao Hoi trung bay hinh anh Durc Giésu chiu kho hinh dé& gilp cac tin hiru hiéu vé
tinh thuong bao la cua Thién Chua thé hién qua cai chét ctia Durc Giésu. Qua thap gia, chung
ta hoc dugc bai hoc cua lich stir. Hon nira, hinh anh Birc Giésu trén thap gia la 16i moi goi hay
loai trir bao luc va hay ton trong phdm gid cia con nguoi. Béi |€ thap gia va Chua Giésu dau
kho van dang hién dién noi nhirng nguoi nghéo doi, noi nhirng tré em bat hanh, nhirng nan
nhan cua ky thi va ép burc chién tranh. Cung chung tay x6a bét sy nghéo doi, thét hoc, cung
bénh d6 nhitng ngudi bi xdc pham nhan pham, la vac thap gia cudc doi dé di theo buc
Giésu. Khi nhin Ién thap gia, moi chung ta dugc moi goi hay c6 gang dé ding tao ra thap gia
cho nhiing ngudi dang song xung quanh minh. Y thire va thuc hién dugc nhitng digu nay,
cudc song sé 1ot dep biét bao!

Sau cung, durng quén rang thap gia chi mang tinh nhat thoi, vi sau thap gia la sy phuc sinh.
Chua Giésu da chiu chét trén thap gia, nhung Nguoi da soéng lai vinh quang. Thap gia khong
ton tai mai mai. Néu biét dén nhan thap gia véi tdm tinh yéu mén va hy sinh cua Chua Giésu,
thi chac chan ching ta sé dugc t6i luyén va nén thanh.

+TGM Giuse Vi Van Thién
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English as a Second Language
Taught by Volunteers

Online over Zoom

Classes at various levels meet in the evening from 7PM to 8:30PM.

Volunteers are asked to come one evening per week — joining the Zoom call a little before 7PM to ensure
we start on time and staying slightly after 8:30PM.. We have found that if we limit the time we ask our
volunteers to spend to one evening per week, they can stay with the program longer.

It's also possible to volunteer as a “fill in” - someone who can help out when others can’t make it to
class.

Every class has a “lead” volunteer who keeps track of attendance and keeps notes about the class
progress. This information is exchanged between leads after every class, thus keeping their efforts
coordinated.

Other volunteers participate by helping small groups of students with their exercises —which are mostly
oral rather than written. Our greatest strength in this program is the amount of individual attention that
we can give to the students during these exercises. They really are being taught to speak in English and
listen to English rather than just read and write it. A sample class exercise is on the back of this flyer.

Fall classes will begin on September 14. Please let us know if you would like to help
Contact Information:

Program Lead:

Jim Gibbons
email: im@gibbons.com
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PARISH FESTIVAL

As you all know, Our Lady of Refuge is celebrating a parish festival on Sunday, September 13,
from 9:00 AM till 9:00 PM. The festival coordinating committee is hard at work organizing
and planning this exciting event. The success of the festival depends on all of us working and
supporting each other. If you would like to help, we can use donation of water, sodas and pa-
per supplies (plates, utensils, etc) as well as monetary donations to help defray expenses. If
any of you can help please call the following committee members -

Sally Samaniego (English/Tagalog) - 408-482-9925
Dolores Perez (English/Spanish) - 408- 309-8018
Hoa Tran (English/Vietnamese) - 408-859-6922
Pauline Vincent (English/Tamil) - 856-296-1421

Como ya les hemos estado comunicando, que tendremos nuestro festival que se llevara acabo
este proximo mes de 13 de Septiembre, de 9;00 AM a las 9;00 PM.

Los miembros del comité, estamos trabajando arduamente en la planificacion de este emocio-
nante evento. Para que nuestro festival sea un éxito, necesitamos del apoyo y trabajo mutuo de
toda la comunidad.

Si deseas ayudar, pueden dar donaciones de agua embotellada, sodas, platos, vasos, cucharas,
tenedores, y servilletas.

También, si esta en su posibilidad, nos pueden ayudar monetariamente para cubrir parte de los
gastos del festival.

Si desean ayudar, favor de comunicarse con los miembros del comite del festival:

Sally Samaniego (English Tagalog) 408-482-9925
Dolores Perez (Spanish/English) 408-309-8018
Hoa Tran (Vietnamese/English) 408-859-6922
Pauline Vincent (Tamil/English) 856-296-1421

Kinh chao quy 6ng ba anh chi em Hoi cho mua he cua gido xr Dirc Ba Chén Tya Nu:0’ng s€
duoc t6 chuc vao ngay 13 thang 9 nam 2026. Ban to chtrc d3 bo rat nhiéu cong strc, thoi gio de
ho1 chg dugc thanh cong va la mot ngay vui cho tt ca gido xir. Tuy nhién chung to1 cling can
su tham gia cua quy Vi, bang cach ung ho cac vat dung trong nha bép nhu: nude udng, nude
ngot, chen dia glay muong nia... Néu quy vi nao c6 thé gitp dugc xin lién lac véi cac thanh
vién Ban to chire s6 sau day:

Sally Samaniego (Eng/Tagalog) 408- 482-9925
Dolores Perez (Eng/Spanish) 408-309-8018
Hoa Tran (Eng/Vietnamese) 408-859-6922
Pauline Vincent (Eng/Tamil) 856-296-1421
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