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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Xin luu y:

Bi tich Hoa gidi s€ c6 lién
sau Thanh le 8 glor sang
Thir bay mdi tuan.

Bi tich Rira T6i cho tré em s€
vao Thur bay tuan thir hai
clia moi thang. Khi ghi
danh, xin cha me¢ dem
theo giay khai sinh cta
bé.

Xin qu}'/ anh chi em lién lac
voi cac Cha trong Gido
X it nhit 13 6 thang néu
mudn cir hanh Bi tich
Hon nhén trong nha tho.

Anh chi em nao muon vé
Viét Nam ctr hanh Bi
tich Hon ph6i xin lién
lac v6i cac Cha trong
Gido x1r it nhat la 6-12
thang dé viét tho giéi
thiéu cho cac Cha xir bén
Viét Nam.

Nghi thirc Xirc dau bénh
nhan s& vao thir Nam dau
thang trong thanh L&
Long Chaa Thuong Xot
lac 6:30 chiéu.
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OUR MISSION: "Our Lady of Refuge Parish is a place of safety and a beacon light
for the local community. All people, young and old and of any culture, are welcome
to take refuge in our parish and rest in the Lord. We live our faith in service to the community."
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The 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time [A]

By Fr. Michael Brungardt
I Kings 19:9,11-13 + Romans 9:1-5 + Matthew 14:22-33

Today the Church begins placing a new theme in front of us, a theme for us to pay attention to for the next
several weeks. Remember where we’ve been. Jesus has arrived on the scene. He has gone around teaching and
healing, sent out the disciples, announced that the Kingdom is found not in a political structure but in a rela-
tionship with him, and revealed his glory in the Transfiguration. But now the question is: Can we trust this
man? Can we entrust our lives to him?

We often take this for granted. We come to church, we “believe in Jesus,” and go along with it. But listen to
the people in the Gospels. They ask, “Isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? Didn’t we watch this kid grow up?” (cf.
Mt 13:55). Jesus doesn’t simply ask us to believe certain facts about him or follow better rules so that we’re
“better people.” He asks something much more demanding: to literally place our lives into his hands.

This is the question Matthew’s Gospel places before us over these Sundays: Do we trust this man? Do we have
faith in him?

An image that has helped me is a story about Charles Blondin, the famous nineteenth-century tightrope walk-
er. He amazed crowds by crossing Niagara Falls. He would even ride a bike across, and pushed a wheelbarrow
full of rocks across the rope. After one crossing he asked the crowd, “How many of you think I can do it
again?” Everyone shouted, “Yes!” Then he asked, “Do you think I could do it with a person in the wheelbar-
row?” Again the crowd cheered. Blondin dumped out the rocks and asked for a volunteer.

No one moved.

The issue was faith. The crowd enjoyed watching Blondin, but they would not participate. He invited someone
to entrust his life to him, and no one could.

We often get the order backwards. We say they were afraid, and therefore they didn’t trust him. But really,
they didn’t trust him, and because of that they were afraid.

Research in psychology and neurobiology helps explain this. Dr. Sue Johnson’s work on attachment theory
shows that when a secure relationship is threatened, the nervous system enters what she calls a “primal panic,”
triggering the amygdala—the brain’s fear center. Fear is not the cause but the response to an insecure bond.
The opposite is equally fascinating. In dangerous or painful situations, if the person with whom we share a
deep bond is present, the amygdala is activated far less—sometimes not at all. A secure relationship drives out
fear.

All of this sheds light on today’s Gospel. The disciples had lived with Jesus, heard his teaching, witnessed his
miracles, and even seen him calm a storm before (cf. Mt 8:23-27). His arrival should have driven out fear.
Instead, they are terrified. Peter begins walking toward Jesus but, seeing the wind, becomes frightened and
starts to sink. Notice what Jesus says. He does not rebuke Peter for being afraid. He asks, “Why did you
doubt?” The issue is not fear but faith.

Their fear reveals the real issue: they have not yet entrusted themselves completely to Jesus.

When I felt called to the priesthood, the deepest issue was not the sacrifices involved. The issue was that I did
not fully trust Jesus. Deep down, I feared he would not hold up his end of the bargain. Even today, whenever
the Lord asks something difficult of me, the fear I sometimes experience reveals that I still have room to grow
in entrusting my life to him.

For each of us, this is the great challenge. Not merely believing certain ideas about Jesus or following the
teachings of the Church, but asking: Can we trust this man? Can we entrust our lives to him?

It is one thing to go to Mass on Sundays. It is one thing to try to be a good person. But what Jesus desires—
and what our hearts truly long for—is that we entrust our lives to him.

In the Gospel, a father brings his possessed son to Jesus. Jesus tells him, “Everything is possible for one who
believes.” Immediately the man cries out, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”

Those words can become our own prayer: “I do believe. Help my unbelief.”
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“DUNG SOQ!”
SUY NIEM CHUA NHAT XIX THUONG NIEN - NAM A

Ca ba bai doc L&i Chua trong Chua nhat XIX thuong nién déu cho thay nhitng hoan canh bi ai: Bai
doc | néi vé cudc chay trén cta ngon st E-li- -a trvoc sy san dudi clia vua A-khap va hoang hau I- de-
ven sau cuoc thach thirc véi 450 ngon sit cla than Ba-an. Thanh Phao-16 trong Bai doc |l lai néi vé
noi khé tdm ludn dan véat ngai, vi sy cing long cua nhiing ngudi dong bao cung dong téc Do Thai.
Bai Tin Mirng thanh Mat-théu cho thay ndi so clia cdc mon dé vao lic canh tu dém t6i trén bién ho
Ga-li-lé. Trong tat ca nhirng hoan canh nay, Loi Chua gtri dén ching ta mot thong diép, do la “Ding
so!”.
Trong thanh 1& bé mac Ngay Gidi tré thé gidi Ian thi 37, dugc t6 chirc tai Lisbone, thi dé Bo Pao
Nha, tlr ngay 3 dén ngay 6-8-2023, birc Thanh Cha Phan-xi-co cling guiri dén cho gidi tré thé gidi
thong diép “Dlrng so!”. Gitra mot xa hoi dugc danh gia la “bénh hoan” va dang bi xau xé vi chién
tranh, bao luc, xung dot, vi Muc t&r cua Giao Hoi Cong gido muon 1&i Chua dé tran an cac tin hiru, dac
biét la cac ban tré: Dirng sg! Day khong phai la mot lap luan gia tucng nham quén di thuc té phi
phang, nhung la mot thong dlep dua trén |61 Chua Gié-su. Tin Mung ké véi ching ta, nhiéu [an Chua
Gié-su khang dinh véi cac mon dé rang Ngudi khong bao gid bo roi ho. Nguai khuyén ho héy can
dam Ién, vi chinh Nguoi da thang thé gian. Mac du quyén lwc thé gian ¢ manh dén dau chang nira,
cling khong thé thang nai quyén nang cua Thlen Chda. Chua nhat trudc, chung ta vira ctr hanh 18
Chua Hién Dung. Viéc Chua to vinh quang cia Ngudi cho ba mén dé, cling nham muc dich khich [é
céc 6ng trude bong den cua thap gia dang dan xuat hién. “Dirng so!”. D6 cling la phwong cham cua
Thanh Gido Hoang Gio-an Phao-10 Il, ké tir khi dang quang Giao Hoang nam 1978. Hai tlr nay da
mang lai cho ngai can dam phi thuong, gidp ngai trd thanh mot trong nhirng vi Gido Hoang sang gia
trong lich str Giao Hoi, vdi rat nhiéu ky luc trong moi lanh vyc.
Néu ca ba bai doc dau dién ta nhiing hoan canh bi ai, thi ca ba bai ciing cho ching ta thay nhing | két
thdc t6t dep. Ngon sir Elia da gap Chua sau cudc trén chay gian nan. Chia d3 an Ui éng. Ngai cling
da sai thién st dan dwong va khich 1€ 6ng, mang banh va nuéc cho 6ng dé ong khai chet doi chét
khat, du sirc di dén ndi HO-rép la nui cua Thién Chda. Thanh Phaold, trong con bi cuc, van x&c tin vao
quyen nang va tinh yéu cua Thién Chda va niém hy vong nai burc Kitd. Cac mén dé mac du so hai
hoang loan, va téng d6 Phérd dau cé chim xubng nudc, cudi cung van dugc Chua ciu va cac éng
tuyén xung buc Giésu la Con Thién Chda. Nhu thé, Loi Chua cho ching ta thay, trong bat cu tinh
hudng nao, Chua van & bén ching ta. Nguoi khong bao gio de chung ta chiu dung qua stre. Nhing
thir thach gian nan ciing la dip toi luyén dire tin va long trung thanh cua chung ta.
Bai Tin Mlrng ngan gon nhung da dién ta nhirng trang thai tdm ly khac nhau ctia Tong d6 Phé-ro.
Trude hét, ong ra diéu kién vdi Chda: néu 1a Thay, thi xin cho con di dugc trén mat nude nhu Thay.
Sau d¢, 6ng di dugc theo Iénh truyén cta Chia. Thé roi, khi séng gi6 bao tap néi lén, 6ng qua sg héi
va bt dau chim dan xudng nudc. Cudi cung Chua la Dang giai thoat 6ng. Pho thac tin tudng vao
Chua la diéu khong dé. Trinh thuat nay phéac hoa cudc song cu thé cua chung ta. Nhing khé khan
thir thach 1am ching ta khi€p sg. Bai Tin Mirng hdém nay ciing gitp chung ta lién tudng t6i phép la
Chua da lam dé dep yén bao tap trén bién ho Ga-li-lé-a (x. Mt 8,23- 27) Cudc s6ng tran gian duoc
sanh vi nhu mot cudc vuat bién. Co nhitng thang ngay ém 3, nhung ciing cé nhiing thang ngay day
song. D€ dén duoc bén b binh an, ching ta phai cé ché céy dua virng chac. Chinh Chua la nguon
strc manh cla chung ta. Ngudi gilip ching ta vuot bién tran gian dé€ cap bén an binh.
Khi ngo |6i véi gidi tré trong thanh 1€ bé mac Dai héi vai 1Gi tran an “Dirng s¢!”, DPirc Thanh Cha moi
goi nguai tré kién virng durc tin trong mot boi canh xa hoi tuc hoa lang quén Thién Chda. M6t khi tin
tudang phoé thac vao tinh yéu quan phong cua Chua, ngudi tré sé hdang say cong tac xay dung Gido
Hoi cua Chua Ki-t6. Két thuc Dai Hoi Gidi Tré thé gidi la mot cude Ién duong vi dai. VGi cha dé cua
bai Héi la “Dirc Ma-ri-a véi va lén duong” (Le 1 39) bdc Thanh Cha mong uéc moi nguoi tré hay la
mot chirng nhén ddre tin trong ddi sdng hang ngay. C6 lan, mot ban tré hdi Birc Phan-xi-cé: “Thua
btre Thanh Cha, lam sao ching con c6 thé truyén giao duoc?”. Ngai tra 10i: “Rat don gian. Céc con
hay s6ng t6t trong gia dinh va trong xa hoi. Nhirng nguoi xung quanh sé dat cau hoi: ban la ai? Vi ly
do nao ma ban trung thuc va than thién nhu thé? Vay la truyén gido roi!”.
Thé gian la chén ba dao. Moi ching ta hay tin twdng cdy trong vao quyén nang ctda Chua. Ngudi sé
gilr gin va nang d& chung ta.

+TGM Giu-se Vi Van Thién
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