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Corpus Christi

Xin luu y:

Bi tich Hoa gidi s€ c6 lién
sau Thanh le 8 glor sang
Thir bay mdi tuan.

Bi tich Rira T6i cho tré em s€
vao Thur bay tuan thir hai
clia moi thang. Khi ghi
danh, xin cha me¢ dem
theo giay khai sinh cta
bé.

Xin qu}'/ anh chi em lién lac
voi cac Cha trong Gido
X it nhit 13 6 thang néu
mudn cir hanh Bi tich
Hon nhén trong nha tho.

Anh chi em nao muon vé
Viét Nam ctr hanh Bi
tich Hon ph6i xin lién
lac v6i cac Cha trong
Gido xr it nhét 1a 3 thang
dé viét tho gidi thiéu cho
cac Cha xr bén Viét
Nam.

Nghi thirc Xirc dau bénh
nhan s& vao thir Nam dau
thang trong thanh L&
Long Chaa Thuong Xot
lac 6:30 chiéu.
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$1,607.93

of Aefuge

OUR MISSION: "Our Lady of Refuge Parish is a place of safety and a beacon light
for the local community. All people, young and old and of any culture, are welcome
to take refuge in our parish and rest in the Lord. We live our faith in service to the community."
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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
HORARIO SEMANAL DE MISAS
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HOLY MASS FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI
Basilica of Saint John Lateran
Thursday, 7 June 2012

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This evening | would like to meditate with you on two interconnected aspects of the Eu-
charistic Mystery: worship of the Eucharist and its sacred nature. It is important to reflect
on them once again to preserve them from incomplete visions of the Mystery itself, such
as those encountered in the recent past.

First of all, a reflection on the importance of Eucharistic worship and, in particular, adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament. We shall experience it this evening, after Mass, before the
procession, during it and at its conclusion. A unilateral interpretation of the Second Vati-
can_Council penalized this dimension, in practice restricting the Eucharist to the moment
of its celebration. Indeed it was very important to recognize the centrality of the celebra-
tion in which the Lord summons his people, gathers it round the dual table of the Word
and of the Bread of life, nourishes and unites it with himself in the offering of the Sacri-
fice.

Of course, this evaluation of the liturgical assembly in which the Lord works his mystery
of communion and brings it about still applies; but it must be put back into the proper bal-
ance. In fact — as often happens — in order to emphasize one aspect one ends by sacri-
ficing another. In this case the correct accentuation of the celebration of the Eucharist
has been to the detriment of adoration as an act of faith and prayer addressed to the
Lord Jesus, really present in the Sacrament of the Altar.

This imbalance has also had repercussions on the spiritual life of the faithful. In fact, by
concentrating the entire relationship with the Eucharistic Jesus in the sole moment of Ho-
ly Mass one risks emptying the rest of existential time and space of his presence. This
makes ever less perceptible the meaning of Jesus’ constant presence in our midst and
with us, a presence that is tangible, close, in our homes, as the “beating Heart” of the city,
of the country, and of the area, with its various expressions and activities. The sacrament
of Christ’s Charity must permeate the whole of daily life.

Actually it is wrong to set celebration and adoration against each other, as if they were
competing. Exactly the opposite is true: worship of the Blessed Sacrament is, as it were,
the spiritual “context” in which the community can celebrate the Eucharist well and in
truth. Only if it is preceded, accompanied and followed by this inner attitude of faith and
adoration can the liturgical action express its full meaning and value. The encounter with
Jesus in Holy Mass is truly and fully brought about when the community can recognize
that in the Sacrament he dwells in his house, waits for us, invites us to his table, then, af-
ter the assembly is dismissed, stays with us, with his discreet and silent presence, and
accompanies us with his intercession, continuing to gather our spiritual sacrifices and of-
fer them to the Father.
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In this regard | am pleased to highlight the experience we shall be having together this
evening too. At the moment of Adoration, we are all equal, kneeling before the Sacrament
of Love. The common priesthood and the ministerial priesthood are brought together in
Eucharistic worship. It is a very beautiful and significant experience which we have had
several times in St Peter’s Basilica, and also in the unforgettable Vigils with young people
— | recall, for example, those in Cologne, London, Zagreb and Madrid. It is clear to all
that these moments of Eucharistic Vigil prepare for the celebration of the Holy Mass, they
prepare hearts for the encounter so that it will be more fruitful.

To be all together in prolonged silence before the Lord present in his Sacrament is one of
the most genuine experiences of our being Church, which is accompanied complemen-
tarily by the celebration of the Eucharist, by listening to the word of God, by singing and
by approaching the table of the Bread of Life together. Communion and contemplation
cannot be separated, they go hand in hand. If | am truly to communicate with another
person | must know him, | must be able to be in silence close to him, to listen to him and
look at him lovingly. True love and true friendship are always nourished by the reciprocity
of looks, of intense, eloquent silences full of respect and veneration, so that the encoun-
ter may be lived profoundly and personally rather than superficially. And, unfortunately, if
this dimension is lacking, sacramental communion itself may become a superficial ges-
ture on our part.

Instead, in true communion, prepared for by the conversation of prayer and of life, we
can address words of confidence to the Lord, such as those which rang out just now in
the Responsorial Psalm: “O Lord, | am your servant; | am your servant, the son of your
handmaid. / You have loosed my bonds./ | will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving /
and call on the name of the Lord” (Ps 116[115]:16-17).

| would now like to move on briefly to the second aspect: the sacred nature of the Eucha-
rist. Here too so we have heard in the recent past of a certain misunderstanding of the
authentic message of Sacred Scripture. The Christian newness with regard to worship
has been influenced by a certain secularist mentality of the 1960s and 70s. It is true, and
this is still the case, that the centre of worship is now no longer in the ancient rites and
sacrifices, but in Christ himself, in his person, in his life, in his Paschal Mystery. However
it must not be concluded from this fundamental innovation that the sacred no longer ex-
ists, but rather that it has found fulfilment in Jesus Christ, divine Love incarnate.

The Letter to the Hebrews, which we heard this evening in the Second Reading, speaks
to us precisely of the newness of the priesthood of Christ, “high priest of the good things
that have come” (Heb 9:11), but does not say that the priesthood is finished. Christ “is the
mediator of a new covenant” (Heb 9:15), established in his blood which purifies our
“conscience from dead works” (Heb 9:14). He did not abolish the sacred but brought it to
fulfillment, inaugurating a new form of worship, which is indeed fully spiritual but which,
however, as long as we are journeying in time, still makes use of signs and rites, which
will exist no longer only at the end, in the heavenly Jerusalem, where there will no longer
be any temple (cf. Rev 21:22).
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Thanks to Christ, the sacred is truer, more intense and, as happens with the Command-
ments, also more demanding! Ritual observance does not suffice but purification of the
heart and the involvement of life is required.

| would also like to stress that the sacred has an educational function and its disappear-
ance inevitably impoverishes culture and especially the formation of the new generations.
If, for example, in the name of a faith that is secularized and no longer in need of sacred
signs, these Corpus Christi processions through the city were to be abolished, the spiritu-
al profile of Rome would be “flattened out”, and our personal and community awareness
would be weakened.

Or let us think of a mother or father who in the name of a desacralized faith, deprived
their children of all religious rituals: in reality they would end by giving a free hand to the
many substitutes that exist in the consumer society, to other rites and other signs that
could more easily become idols.

God, our Father, did not do this with humanity: he sent his Son into the world not to abol-
ish, but to give fulfilment also to the sacred. At the height of this mission, at the Last Sup-
per, Jesus instituted the Sacrament of his Body and his Blood, the Memorial of his Pas-
chal Sacrifice. By so doing he replaced the ancient sacrifices with himself, but he did so
in a rite which he commanded the Apostles to perpetuate, as a supreme sign of the true
Sacred One who is he himself. With this faith, dear brothers and sisters, let us celebrate
the Eucharistic Mystery today and every day and adore it as the centre of our life and the
heart of the world.

Amen.
© Copyright 2012 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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Dwc Bénédictd XVI, Bai giang Ié Minh Mau thanh Chuaa Kité nam A
(26/5/2008) - Hay cam lay ma an

Thwa anh em glam muc, linh muc, va tat ca anh chj em than men

Vao I& Minh va Mau Thanh Chua Kito, Giao hoi séng lai mau nhiém cla ther Nam tuan
Thanh trong anh sang cla mau nhiém Phuc sinh. Trong thr Nam tuadn Thanh ciing ¢c6
mot cudc rwdc kiéu Thanh Thé, khi Gido hoi tai dién cudc xuat hanh cla Chua Giésu tir
Nha Tiéc ly dén Nui Cay dau.

Tai Israel, dém Vuwot qua dwoc cr hanh trong nha, trong sw than mat cla gia dinh; day
la cach twdng niém cudc Vwot Qua dau tién tai Al Cap, dém ma mau chién vwot qua,
duwoc rdy 18n xa ngang va cac cot clra clia nhirng ngdi nha, 1a sw che ché chdng lai than
hay diét.

Trong dém d6, Chua Giésu ra di va nép minh cho ké phan bdi, cho than hay diét, va khi
lam nhw vay, Nguo’l chién thang bong dém, chién thang béng tdi ctia sw dir. Chi theo
cach nay, hdng an Thanh Thé, duoc thiét Iap trong Nha Tiéc Ly, m&i dwoc hoan tat:
Chua Giésu thwc sw trao ban Minh va Mau cua Nguwoi. Vwot qua ngwdng ctra cla sw
chét, Nguo’l tré thanh Banh hang sbéng, manna dich thue, lwong thwe trwéng sinh cho
¢6i vinh clru. Xac thit tré thanh Banh Sy Séng.

Trong cudc rwac kiéu thir Nam tuadn Thanh, Gido hoi di cung Chua Giésu dén Nui Cay
Dau: d6 la khao khat chan thanh cha Gido héi trong 1&i cau nguyen dé tinh thirc cung
Chua Giésu, d& khong bd roi NQU’O’I trong bong dém cula thé gidi, trong bong dém cula
sw phan bdi, trong bong d&ém clia sw the’ o ciia nhiéu ngudi.

Vao 1& Minh va Mau Thanh Chda Kitd, chung ta lai 1én dwong trong cudc kiéu nay,
nhwng trong niém vui cla mau nhiém Phuc sinh. Chda da phuc sinh va dan duo’ng
chung ta. Trong c&c trinh thuat vé mau nhiém Phuc Sinh c6 moét dac diém chung va thiét
yéu; cac thién than noi: Chua "di trwuéc anh em dén Galilé, & d6 anh em sé& thay
Nguoi" (Mt 28,7).

Suy nghi sau vé diéu nay, chung ta co thé noi rang viéc Chua Giésu "di trvdc" nay bao
ham mét hwéng di hai chiéu.

Nhw chung ta d& nghe, chiéu thtr nhat l1a Galilé. Tai Israel, Galilé dwoc coi la clra ngd
dén voi thé gidi dan ngoai. Va thyc ra, chinh trén nui tai Galilé, cac mén dé gap Chua
Giésu, Blrc Chua, Dang noi véi ho: "Hay di... va lam cho mudn dan tr& thanh mén
dé" (Mt 28,19).

Hwéng di trwde kia clua Dang Phuc sinh xuét hién trong Tin mwng theo Thanh Gioan,
trong |61 Chua Giésu noi véi ba Maria Madaléna: "Biwng gitv Thay lai, vi Thdy chua Ién
cung Chua Cha" (Ga 20,17).
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Chua Giésu di trwdc ching ta bén canh Chua Cha, I&n dén nhirng tdm cao cta Thién
Chua va moi chung ta theo Nguo’l Hai hwéng di trong hanh trinh cia DPéng Phuc sinh
nay khéng mau thuan véi nhau, vi ca hai déu chi ra con dwdng di theo Chua Kitd.

Muc dich dich thwc cia hanh trinh chung ta la sy hiép théng véi Thién Chua. Chinh
Ngwoi la ngoi nha co nhiéu chd & (x. Ga 14,2tt.); nhwng chung ta chi cé thé dwoc nang
lén dén nhirng ché & nay bang cach di "vé phia Galilé", di trén cac néo dudng cla thé
gi¢i, mang Tin mung dén cho moi dan téc, mang hdng an tinh yéu cia Nguwdi dén cho
nhirng nguw&i nam ni¥ cta moi thoi dai.

Vi vay, hanh trinh cta cac Tong dd kéo dai dén "tan cung trai dat" (x. Cv 1 ,6tt.). Theo
cach do, cac Thanh Phérd va Phaold da di dén tan Roma, mét thanh phd Iic bay gid 1a
trung tdm cla thé gi¢i da biét, 1a caput mundi dich thuc.

Cudc kiéu thr Nam tudn Thanh ddng hanh véi Chlua Giésu trong sw ¢d don clia Nguoi
hwéng dén via crucis (con dwdng thap gia). Cudc rwdc kieu Minh Mau Thanh Chua Kito
dap lai theo cach biéu tuo’ng |énh truyén ctia Pang Phuc Sinh: Ta di trwéc cac con dén
Galilé. Hay di dén tan cung thé gidi, hay mang Tin mirng dén cho thé gioi.

D7 nhién, theo drc tin, Thanh Thé 1a mét mau nhiém tinh yéu. Chua da thiét 1ap Bi tich
trong Nha Tiéc Ly, dwo’c bao quanh b&i gia dinh m&i ctia Nguwdi, bdi 12 Téng d6, hinh
bdéng va tién trwng ctia Gido hdi moi thoi dai.

Vi vay, trong phung vu cla Gido hdi cbd xwa, viéc trao Minh Thanh Chaa dwoc mé dau
bang nhirng 101 Sancta sanctis: héng an thanh thiéng dwoc danh cho nhirng ai da dwoc
thanh hoa.

Bang cach nay, nguoi ta da dap lai |0 khuyen cda Thanh Phaol6 QU’I cho tin htru Corin-
t6: "M&i ngwdi hay tw xét minh; réi méi an Banh va udng Chén nay..." (1 Cr 11,28).

Tuy nhién, t&r sy than mat nay 14 hong an tuyet v&i nhat ctia Chuaa, sirc manh cuda Bi tich
Thanh Thé vuot ra ngoai_btrc tuo’ng cla cac nha thd chung ta. Trong Bi tich nay, Chua
lubn dang trén duo’ng dé gap g& thé gIO’I Khia canh phd quat nay cua sw hién dién
Thanh Thé tré nén rd rang trong cudc rudc kiéu hdm nay.

Chung ta mang Chua Kito, hién dién dwoi d4u chi banh, ra cac dwo’ng pho cua thanh
pho chung ta. Chung ta phé thac nhirng con dwo’ng nay, nhirxng ngbi nha nay, cudc song
hang ngay cuia chung ta, cho Iong nhan lanh cua Nguw&i. Nguyén cho cac duo’ng phd cla
chung ta la nhirng con dwdng cta Chaa Giésu! Nguyén cho nhirng ngdi nha cua ching
ta l1a nhirng noi & cho Nguoi va véi Nguoi! Nguyén cho cudc song moi ngay cua ching
ta dwoc tham dam sy hién dién cia Nguoi.
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Bang cl chi nay, chung ta dat trwdc mét Ngwol nhirng dau khé cta ngudi bénh, sw co
don cua ngudi tré va ngwou gia, nhitng cdm dd, nhirng ndi so hai, toan bd cudc sbéng
cua chung ta. Cudc ruwéce kiéu twong trieng cho mét phuc lanh cao ca va mé ra cho thanh
phd chung ta: Chua Kito, theo nghia den, la Phuc Lanh than linh cho thé gi¢i. Nguyén
cho tia sang phuc lanh ctia Ngwdi lan réng dén tat ca ching ta!

Trong cudc rude kiéu Minh Mau Thanh Chua Kitd, chang ta di cung Dang Phuc Sinh trén
hanh trinh cia Nguwoi dé gap g& toan thé gi¢i, nhw chung ta da noéi. Chinh bang cach
lam nhw vay, chang ta cling dap lai Iénh truyén ctia Nguwdi: "Hay cAm lay ma an... Tat ca
hay udng chén nay" (Mt 26,26tt.).

Khong thé "an" Bang Phuc Sinh, hién dién dwdi dau chi banh, nhw thé g6 1a mét mau
banh thong thwdng. An banh nay la hiép thong, la bwéc vao su h|ep théng v&i chinh con
nguou cua Chua hang song Sw hlep thong nay, hanh dong "an" nay, thwc sw la cudc gap
go gira hai ngO| vi, 1a dé cudc sbng cla chung ta dwoc thdm dam bdi cudc sbng cla
DPéng la Chua, cla Dang la Dang Tao Thanh va Dang Ctru Chudc ching ta.

Muc dich cla sw hlep thong nay, cua viéc thong phan nay, la sy ddng héa cudc song
chung ta v&i cudc song cua Nguoi, sw bién dbi va ddng hinh ddng dang cutia ching ta voi
Péng la Tinh Yéu hang sbéng. Vi vay, sw hiép théng nay bao ham sy th& phwong, bao
ham y muén di theo Chua Kité, di theo Dang di trwdc chang ta. Vi thé, sy thd phwong va
cudc rwde kiéu tao nén mot clr ch| duy nhat cla s hiép théng; chung dap lai lénh truyén
cia Nguwdi: "Hay cam lay ma an".

Cudc rwdce kiéu cla chung ta két thac trwdc Dén the Blrc Ba Ca trong cudc gap go voi
Burc Me, nguoi duoc Dire Giao hoang Gioan Phaold Il yéu mén va goi la "Nguou Phu nr
cua Thanh Thé". Blrc Maria, Me cliia Chua, thwc sw day chang ta lam thé nao dé budc
vao sy hlep thdng véi Chaa Kitd: Birc Maria da hién dang chinh xac thit cdia minh, mau
riéng cGia minh cho Chua Giésu va tré thanh Léu Thanh sbng déng cla Ngéi L&, de cho
ban than dwoc thAm dam béi sy hién dién clia Ngwdi ca trong than xac 1an tam hon

Chung ta hay cau nguyén véi Me, Me thanh cda ching ta, dé Me giup chung ta cang
ngay cang mé toan bd con nguwdi minh cho sy hién dién cda Chuaa Kitdé hon ; dé Me g|up
chung ta trung thanh theo Ngu&i, ngay qua ngay, trén cac néo dudng cuoc sbng cla
chung ta.

Amen.
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